The Story of the Winged-S
of the Staff of the Seventh Army, illustrate the work
of the i4 Ilia Mourometz " planes.
"THE ORDER OF MILITARY AWARD
"THE SEVENTH ARMY.                    October 6, 1916.
** The Order of St. George, Fourth Grade, is hereby
awarded to:
" The leader of the First Battle Detachment of the
Squadron of Flying Ships, Commander of the Aircraft
* Ilia Mourometz II/ Military Pilot Captain Alexey
Pankratieff, for his valour displayed during the battle
flights conducted on the 4th, 5th, 6th, 25th, and s6th
of May, 1916.
44 While performing reconnaissance flights in the
region between Yazlovetz and Bugatch, he personally
piloted the ship and, facing danger to his life from
incessant enemy battery fire, obtained accurate in-
formation about the strength and location of the
enemy gun batteries and the bridges spanning the
Strypa River* During the battle of May 26, 1916, in
the sector Yazlovetz-Russiloff he discovered the absence
of enemy reserves, a fact which was utilized by our
forces during further development of military opera*
tions.
" He inflicted heavy losses to the enemy troops and
transports by bombs, arrows and machine-gun fire; by
direct hits at Yazlovetz which caused several fires and
aided our troops in capturing the town. He later
destroyed the railway track wes* of Bugatch railway
station, making its evacuation by the enemy forces
more difficult. By accurate machine-gun fire he
silenced the enemy's anti-aircraft battery which was
firing at the ship, and brought down an enemy plane